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The Wedding at Cana 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.  Jesus and his 
disciples had also been invited to the wedding.  When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They 
have no wine.’  And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me?  My hour has not yet 
come.’  His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 

Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty 
gallons.  Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’  And they filled them up to the brim.  He said to them, 
‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’  So they took it.  When the steward tasted the water that 
had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), 
the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior 
wine after the guests have become drunk.  But you have kept the good wine until now.’ 

Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

                                                    

 

Gospel - John 2: 1-11  (New Revised Standard Version - Anglicised)   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection from Rev Canon Bill Baker  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mention 'Epiphany' to many people and they will respond 'O yes, that's when the wise men visited the infant Jesus'.  

Well, technically they are correct, yet so often the rest of the Epiphany season seems to get lost, which is a great 

shame, for there is much to learn and reflect upon.  I often liken the Epiphany season to peeling a banana!  As 

each section of skin is removed so the fruit is gradually made more visible until the whole fruit can be seen.  So 

it is in the Epiphany season as the picture becomes clearer and we discover more and more about Jesus.  Slowly 

but surely, Sunday by Sunday more and more about him is discovered - his nature - his purpose - his mission - 

and, in so doing we learn more about the God we worship, for Jesus is his Son and made in his image. 

Looking back in this Epiphany season the shepherds and wise men remind us that Jesus is not just for the Jewish 

nation but the whole of humanity, his kingship being revealed in the gift of gold, his divinity with frankincense 

and his impending death with myrrh.  Then comes Jesus' baptism where Father, Son and Holy Spirit - the Holy 

Trinity - are all present as Jesus commits himself to the unenviable task which lies ahead - to save fallen humanity 

and reconcile them to God.  Last week we saw Jesus gathering his followers, those who would 'come and see' and 

be witnesses to his ministry, his death and resurrection, and who would be empowered to spread the 'Good News'. 

Today we have the wedding and first miracle of Jesus at Cana in Galilee where he responds to the request of his 

mother by changing water into wine, thus 'revealing his glory' - this is illustrative of God's overwhelming generosity 

and his deep love and care for all his created, you and me.  Jesus, hearing the problem, understands that social 

ruin is impending and responds with an awesome kindness that turns disaster into blessing.  We hear of six stone 

water jars used for washing the guest's dirty feet, each holding twenty to thirty gallons, totally transformed by 

Jesus into the finest of wines, the 'Grand Cru' of those times.  As wine is sold today in 75 cl bottles, this represents 

the equivalent of well over 1000.  Wow!  This must have been some wedding reception!  All this is suggestive of 

'a foretaste of the heavenly banquet' promised to all faithful followers of our Lord.  This isn't the alleged vengeful 

God of the Old Testament exercising somewhat of a Master and Serf relationship - this is a God alongside and 

engaged with his created, demonstrating the awesome extravagance of his love.  

How to display the vulnerable, open-armed luxury of divine love to all who approach God is one of the major 

challenges for we Christians today. Jesus’ amazing reaction to his mother’s request is a reminder too that 

meanness is never an option if we are to share the hospitality of his heavenly kingdom. 

 

 

DEMONSTRATING GOD'S GENEROSITY 



 

 

We come together in Prayer 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices & Services              (The united benefice website – https://www.hcganglican.org) 

 

 

Collect for the Third Sunday of Epiphany  
Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and 
miracles the wonder of your saving presence; 
Renew your people with your heavenly grace, and 
in all our weakness sustain us by your mighty 
power; 
Through jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION - CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 
 

 

Following the announcement by the Government of the third national lockdown, the Parochial Church Councils of 
all benefice churches have discussed and reviewed the situation.  All are satisfied that the congregation and 
community are being cared for both pastorally and spiritually by online and telephone provisions created.  The 
government's advice is that people should avoid mixing together and spreading the virus.  Therefore, it has been 
decided that THE BENEFICE CHURCHES BE CLOSED FOR PUBLIC ATTENDANCE AT REGULAR SERVICES.  HOWEVER, THE 
NORMAL SERVICES WILL BE CONTINUED AND CONDUCTED ON-LINE VIA FACEBOOK LIVE STREAM - PLEASE SEE BELOW. 
Although this action is deeply regretted our key concern is the safety of our congregations especially as the virus is 
spreading so rapidly.       Contact - Vicar Revd Dr. Jane Lloyd.      Telephone - 01270 582388 or 07785 752023 

Email - vicarjanelloyd@gmail.com 
 
SUNDAY  
9.30am       Morning Worship for all St Matthew's church family - Facebook Live stream only.  
10.45am      Morning Worship for all Christ Church's family - Facebook Live stream only.  
11.00am     St Michael is closed for the present.  We are unable to Live stream from St Michael - please use either 
           the 9.30am or 10.45am Facebook Live stream above. 
4.30pm     [Fourth Sunday of the month only] Worship for all the church family - Facebook Live stream only. 
Tuesday   ‘Your Song’   Please continue to let us know your favourite hymns / worship music and we will share on   

  our Facebook pages.  
7.00pm       Evening Worship in the Telephone Prayer Room. For joining instructions, please contact Carleton Morris 

or email contact.christchurchwheelock@gmail.com  PLEASE DO CHECK with your phone  provider that 03 
numbers are included in your tariff to avoid extra charges.  

Wednesday  
9.00am         Morning Prayer on Zoom.  For joining instructions, please contact Carleton Morris (details above)  
11.00am       Morning Worship for all the church family at home - Live stream only from St Matthews.  
Thursday  
7.20pm        Bible Study on Zoom.  'Emmaus - Book 3.' - a four session course running to 18th February.  Following this 

will be the Lent course - 'Living in Faith and Love' - begins 25th February.  For joining instructions, please 
contact Carleton Morris or email contact.christchurchwheelock@gmail.com  

Saturday  
7.30am        Your Word of the Week and Junior Word published on Facebook 
 

 

Intercession 

As companions invited into the presence of Christ, may we bring 
before him the needs not just of ourselves, but of all creation. 

The Church, Christ’s body in the world, is divided, sometimes 
persecuted, often complacent: we pray that it might grow in 
unity, strength, vision and loving-kindness. 

Poverty, war, disease and greed afflict many nations: we pray for 
governments to act as true servants, honestly, fairly and in the 
best interests of all. 

Awakened to the dangers caused by overuse of the world’s 
abundance, we pray that we learn to share more equally, more 
modestly, protecting and nurturing earth’s diversity. 

Trouble, sorrow and sickness bring misery into many lives 
especially at this critical time as the world faces the coronavirus 
pandemic: we pray for all medical staff and carers as they battle 
against COVID-19.  May Christ’s healing touch bring comfort, 
drawing all into the joy of his presence. 

Loving Christ, who shared with us the wonder and pain of earthly 
life, by your grace may our lives be renewed, and creation 
refreshed.  We offer our prayer in your name.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Please remember the sick in your prayers 
Andrew Heard, Harry Smith, Jerome Bains, Albert Hill, Eva Hitchen, David Kerr, Dennis and Margaret Cooper, Janet 
Harding, Rita Harrison, Hazel Looker, Silvia Good, Melodi Kahya, John Lewis, Stephen Jones, Colin Evans, Janet Griffith, 
Alwyne Smith, Scott Dake, Amy Sharpe, Colin Hayes, Helen Birch, Margaret Cooper, Kathleen Burgess, Alan Wheeler, Ray 
Thorley, Margaret Lindop and Gwen Bickerton 
We thank God for the lives of those who have died: 
Peter Pearce, John Barnett, Jeffrey Tomkinson and Shirley Anderson - remembering too all family and friends who will 
miss them.   
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