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The Gathering  

The ministers enter in silence. 
All may kneel for a time of silent prayer. 

The Collect 

All stand and the president says the Collect 
Eternal God, 
in the cross of Jesus 
we see the cost of our sin 
and the depth of your love: 
in humble hope and fear 
may we place at his feet 
all that we have and all that we are, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word  

Readings and Reflections 
 

The Proclamation of the Cross  

The Proclamation of the Cross may occur after the Prayers of 
Intercession. 
A wooden cross may be brought into the church and placed in the 
sight of the people. 
 
The cross of Christ. 
All   The cross on which the Saviour of the world was hung. 
 
The Prayers of Intercession  
 
This form or other suitable words may be used. 
The president introduces the prayers 
 
God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be saved through him. 
Therefore we pray to our heavenly Father 
for people everywhere according to their needs. 
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A minister continues with these biddings, the president saying the 
Collect at the end of each section. 

 
Minister    Let us pray for the Church of God throughout the world: 

for unity in faith, in witness and in service, 
for bishops and other ministers, and those whom they serve, 
for N, our bishop, and the people of this diocese, 
for all Christians in this place, 
for those to be baptized, 
for those who are mocked and persecuted for their faith,  
that God will confirm his Church in faith,  
increase it in love, and preserve it in peace. 

 
Silence is kept. 
 
Lord, hear us. 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Minister    Let us pray for the nations of the world and their leaders: 

for Elizabeth our Queen and the Parliaments of this land, 
for those who administer the law and all who serve in public 

office, 
for all who strive for justice and reconciliation, 

that by God’s help the world may live in peace and freedom. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Lord, hear us. 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Minister    Let us pray for God’s ancient people, the Jews, 
the first to hear his word: 

for greater understanding between Christian and Jew, 
for the removal of our blindness and bitterness of heart, 

that God will grant us grace to be faithful to his covenant 
and to grow in the love of his name. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Lord, hear us. 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
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Minister    Let us pray for those who do not believe the gospel of 
Christ: 
for those who have not heard the message of salvation, 
for all who have lost faith, 
for the contemptuous and scornful, 
for those who are enemies of Christ and persecute those who 

follow him, 
for all who deny the faith of Christ crucified, 

that God will open their hearts to the truth 
and lead them to faith and obedience. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Lord, hear us. 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Minister    Let us pray for all those who suffer: 

for those who are deprived and oppressed, 
for all who are sick, 
for those in darkness, in doubt and in despair, in loneliness and 

in fear, 
for prisoners, captives and refugees, 
for the victims of false accusations and violence, 
for all at the point of death and those who watch beside them, 

that God in his mercy will sustain them 
with the knowledge of his love. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Lord, hear us. 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Minister    Let us commend ourselves and all God’s children to his 

unfailing love, 
and pray for the grace of a holy life, 
that, with all who have died in the peace of Christ, 
we may come to the fullness of eternal life 
and the joy of the resurrection. 
Silence is kept. 
Lord, hear us. 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
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Standing at the foot of the cross, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
All   Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those who trespass against us 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, the power,  
And the glory. 
For ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Silence is kept. 
The service may conclude with one of the following prayers without 
a blessing or dismissal 
Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 
 
The wooden cross used in the Proclamation of the Cross may be 
carried out. 
 

The ministers depart in silence. 
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