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Matthew 21:1-11          (Good News Bible) 
The Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem 
As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to Bethphage at the Mount of Olives.  There Jesus 
sent two of the disciples on ahead with these instructions: “Go to the village there ahead of you, and at once you 
will find a donkey tied up with her colt beside her. Untie them and bring them to me.  And if anyone says anything, 
tell him, ‘The Master needs them’; and then he will let them go at once.” 
 

This happened in order to make come true what the prophet had said: “Tell the city of Zion, Look, your king is 
coming to you!  He is humble and rides on a donkey and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 

So the disciples went and did what Jesus had told them to do: they brought the donkey and the colt, threw their 
cloaks over them, and Jesus got on.  A large crowd of people spread their cloaks on the road while others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  The crowds walking in front of Jesus and those walking 
behind began to shout, “Praise to David's Son!  God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord! Praise be to 
God!” 
 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was thrown into an uproar. “Who is he?” the people asked. 
 

“This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee,” the crowds answered. 

Gospel Reading for Palm Sunday 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection from Rev Canon Bill Baker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Praise to David's Son!  God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord! Praise be to God!” 
 
Jesus was entering Jerusalem and the people were going wild with excitement!  Imagine the scene, palm branches 
were being laid before him, everyone was crowding round, his followers were ecstatic!  This man, they thought, 
was going to be the Saviour of Israel and somehow rid them of the cursed Romans who were oppressing them – 
God had answered their prayers at last. 
 
Well, God was answering their prayers, but the outcome was not what they expected, as we hear later in the 
readings set for this week.  Jesus’ Kingdom was not to be one of violence, ridding the Jewish nation of the Romans, 
but one of self-giving sacrificial love, however, not just for the Jewish nation but the whole of humanity.  Jesus’ 
death on the cross of Calvary is the pivotal point in history, putting wayward humanity right with God by taking away 
all the sinfulness we had, and have, committed.  Jesus atoned for all our human failings. 
 
Uncomfortable though it may be, we can only truly rejoice when we celebrate on Easter Day IF we have travelled 
the road of Holy Week with Jesus.  As at present we can’t physically journey together in church following that road 
to Calvary, so, a suggestion.  In this coming week it could be beneficial to follow St John’s version of the passion 
gospel at home.  Read slowly and carefully, imagine you were actually there.  What were your feelings?  What is 
scripture telling you?  Compare Jesus’ acceptance of his sufferings to the fickleness of those who looked on.  ‘God 
bless him who comes in the name of the Lord’ on Palm Sunday  -  to ‘Crucify him!’ on Good Friday. 
 
Suggested pattern: Palm Sunday – John 11: 55 to 12: 19;  Monday – John 12: 20 to 26;  Tuesday – John 12: 27 to 
36a;  Wednesday – John 12: 36b to 50;  Maundy Thursday -  John 13: 1 to 14: 31;  Good Friday – 18: 1 to 19: 42. 
 
Reflect upon the people in Jerusalem’s reaction to the happenings of Holy Week 2000 years ago.  Humanity today 
has still much to learn.  This Holy Week let us seek to strengthen our relationship with God. 
 



 We come together 
in Prayer 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember the sick in your prayers:  
Harry Smith, Georgia Garner, Nathan Garner, Albert Hill, Andrew 
Heard, Eva Hitchen, Jerome Bains, Dennis and Margaret Cooper, 
June Ollier, Colin Evans, Margaret Jones, Janette Blood, Josie 
Whittaker, Dave Kerr, Janet Harding, Rita Harrison, Hazel Looker, 
Silvia Good and Melodi Kahya and John Lewis.  
We pray for those who have died: 
George Tomlinson – remembering too his family and friends . 
Geoffrey Condliffe - we hold him and his family in our prayers 
 

 

Collect for Palm Sunday 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
who in your tender love towards the human race 
 sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
to take upon him our flesh 
and to suffer death upon the cross: 
grant that we may follow the example of his patience and 
humility, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
For the foreseeable future there will be NO SUNDAY or MIDWEEK SERVICES held in Church.  
Regrettably, because of Coronavirus, all three church buildings are closed until further notice to 
comply with Government regulations.  
 

5th April – Palm Sunday      9.30am   Facebook live screening of service - Haslington & Crewe Green 
 

                          10.45am  Facebook live streaming of service - Wheelock 
 

                          7.00pm  Facebook pages prayers published, as a part of the                   
                                   Churches Together initiative, #PrayersOfHope.   
    

8th April – Wednesday       7.00pm  United Benefice evening worship by telephone. 
 

9th April – Maundy Thursday 7.30pm  ‘Stripping the Altar with reflections from Lamentations’ upload  on      
Facebook and benefice website for Haslington/ Crewe Green and Wheelock, 
produced by Revd Jane.                                 

 

                          7.30pm   United Benefice Bible Study by telephone                         
                       

10th April – Good Friday    10.00am  ‘Stations of the Cross’ upload on Facebook and benefice website for  
     Haslington/ Crewe Green and Wheelock, produced by Revd Jane.    

11th April – Easter Eve    7.30pm   United Benefice Easter Vigil by group telephone                     
 

12th April – Easter Day       9.30am   Facebook live screening of service - Haslington & Crewe Green 
 

                          10.45am  Facebook live streaming of service – Wheelock 
 

For further details regarding any of the above email - contact.christchurchwheelock@gmail.com 
 

 
         
      

 

True and humble King Jesus, 
hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 
Grant us the faith to know you 

and love you, 
that we may be found beside you 

on the way to the Cross, 
which is the path of glory. 

Amen. 

1 Ride on, ride on in majesty!              3 Ride on, ride on in majesty!          5 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Hark, all the tribes Hosanna cry;             The wingèd squadrons of the sky         In lowly pomp ride on to die;            
thy humble beast pursues his road            look down with sad and wond’ring eyes    bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 
With palms and scattered garments strowed. to see th’ approaching sacrifice.          then take, O God, thy pow’r, and 

                                                                                                   reign.  
2 Ride on, ride on in majesty!              4 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
    In lowly pomp ride on to die;               Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh; 
    O Christ, thy triumphs now begin           the Father, on his sapphire throne, 
    o’er captive death and conquered sin.      awaits his own anointed Son.                Henry Hart Milman (1791 – 1868) 


