
hy  

  

Your 
 Word 
of the 

Week 
 

28th 
March 

2021  

 
 

Christ Church 
Wheelock

St Michaels 
Crewe Green

St Matthews 
Haslington

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his 

disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there 

a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it.  If anyone says to you, “Why are you doing this?” just say this, 

“The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.”’  They went away and found a colt tied near a door, 

outside in the street.  As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the 

colt?’  They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it.  Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 

threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it.  Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 

branches that they had cut in the fields.  Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 

  ‘Hosanna!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

  Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!  Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it was already 

late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

                                                     
 

Gospel Mark 11: 1-11 - Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem     (NRSV Anglicised) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection from Rev Bill  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It seems clear in today's reading that Jesus was being humble, riding on a donkey.  As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the 

crowds around him shouted: “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!  Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  

Whether derived from Hebrew, Aramaic or Greek, the word “hosanna” is a plea to be saved as well as a term of 

respect.  At the time, many were anticipating a messiah, a royal Son of David anointed by God to restore Israel’s 

fortunes.  But despite how it seemed to them, Jesus was not the sort of king the people of Jerusalem were expecting.  

He truly was humble!  Did they turn from him when it became clear he would not be riding into battle against the 

occupying Romans and thus save Israel from humiliation?   Was he not what he seemed, after all? 

The answer can be found in the beautiful hymn that Paul quotes in his letter to the Philippians.  Jesus was not an 

earthly king, but very God in human form, who “humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death – even 

death on a cross.” (Philippians 2: 8)  Such humility was to lead to the apparent humiliation of Good Friday.  But it 

would also lead to a far greater victory than one over the Romans – our Saviour’s victory over sin and death that we 

will celebrate next Sunday. 

If we seek to follow Jesus, can we try to emulate in some way the true humility he showed?  Being humble is not 

grovelling like the Dickens character Uriah Heep!  In the familiar definition, “Humility is not thinking less of yourself, 

but thinking of yourself less.” 

Rather than save himself from excruciating pain, Jesus sacrificed himself for us.  Can we think of ourselves less, put 

the needs of others on at least an equal footing with our own, and thus love our neighbours as ourselves?  Can we avoid 

humiliating others by insulting them as Jesus was insulted, or discriminating against them?  And most importantly of 

all, can we not judge people by their appearance?  Like the apparent humiliation of Jesus on the cross, things are not 

always what they seem! 

 

 

ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP PLEASE?     Haslington Methodist Church 
are having a food bank collection for St Paul's Pantry this coming Monday 29th March between 10.00am and 2.00pm.  

As you are aware the foodbanks have been a vital source to feed the needy during the pandemic. Please donate if 
you can - tinned fruit, vegetables, ham, corned beef, rice, long life cakes and puddings, tins or cartons of custard - 

in fact anything that is non-perishable.  Thank you in anticipation of your support. 



 

We come together in Prayer 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect for Palm Sunday 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in your 
tender love towards the human race sent your 
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him 
our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross: 
grant that we may follow the example of his 
patience and humility, and also be made 
partakers in his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   
Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION - CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 
 

All benefice churches will re-open for public worship from Palm Sunday - 28th March 2021.  However, this will be according 
to strict Covid guidance - face masks to be worn, the sanitising of hands and two metre distancing.  you will need to pre-
book beforehand.  Your contacts - Jane McCombie at St Matthew, Linda Clark or Helen Ledward at St Michael & Carleton 
Morris at Christ Church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefice Plan for Palm Sunday to Easter Day (subject to COVID regulations remaining unaltered) 

Palm Sunday                           -   9.30am   - St Matthew        } Service of the Word in church       
                                        -   10.45am - Christ Church     } + Facebook Live Stream 
                                     -   11.00am -  St Michael - Holy Communion - in church only 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday   -   'Stations of the Cross' on Video via Facebook pages of  
of Holy Week  - all published at 10.00am                         St Matthew & St Michael and Christ Church 
Maundy Thursday                       -   7.00pm    - Service of the Word +  'Stripping of the Altar'  

    from Christ Church in church and Facebook Live Stream  
Good Friday                           -   11.00am  -  St Matthew, Haslington    } In church and 

- 2.00pm   -  Christ Church, Wheelock } Facebook Live Stream 
Easter Eve                             -   7.00pm   -  Easter Vigil - St Michael in church only 
Easter Day                          -   9.30am   -  Holy Communion in church + Facebook Live           

                                       Stream from St Matthew, Haslington 
                          -   10.45am  -  Service of the Word in church + Facebook Live        

                                       Stream from Christ Church, Wheelock 
                          -    11.00am  -  Morning Prayer - St Michael and All  Angels,           

                                       Crewe Green in church only 

  

INTERCESSION 

As Holy Week begins, we walk with Jesus towards the cross of 
shame that became the tree of life.  We thank God for that loving 
sacrifice and pray for all who may not fully understand it. 

We give thanks for faithful ministers of Christ.  Let us pray for 
people who seem pious, but whose outward actions disguise an 
inner lack of faith. 

We give thanks for honest politicians.  Let us pray for leaders in 
the world today who often have to make very difficult decisions; 
that their claims to promote justice and peace may indeed be 
true. 

We give thanks for all who care for those who suffer.  All who 
have faithfully and diligently tended those hospitalized across the 
world, often at risk to themselves, as a result of the Coronavirus 
pandemic.  Let us pray that we may all recognise our calling to 
help those in need. 

We give thanks for those we love.  Let us pray for people who 
seem different from us in any way and seek to understand them 
better. 

We give thanks for the gift of eternal life, achieved for us on the 
cross.  Let us pray for a joyful reunion with our loved ones in 
everlasting peace.  We continue to pray for all who have been 
bereaved over this past year especially those who were not 
allowed to be with their loved ones at their passing because of 
Covid-19. 

God of truth and love, you promised through your Son to hear us 
when we pray in faith. We give thanks that you hear us now as we 
pray in his name, our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 

 

Please remember the sick in your 
prayers 
Eva Hitchen, Albert Hill, David Kerr, Janet 
Harding, Rita Harrison, Hazel Looker, Melodi 
Kahya, John Lewis, Stephen Jones, Colin Evans, 
Janet Griffith, Alwyne Smith, Scott Dake, Helen 
Birch, Margaret Cooper, Kathleen and Alan 
Burgess (Christine Wheeler's Mum and Dad}, 
Alan Wheeler, Ray Thorley, Margaret Lindop, 
Gwen Bickerton, John Finnemore, Barbara 
Harvey, Andrew Whittle and Jane Baker. 
 

We thank God for the lives of those who 
have died: 
Joan Thomas. We remember too all family and 
friends who will miss her. 
 

Notices & Services      The united benefice website – https://www.hcganglican.org 

 


