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Welcome To This Easter Vigil 

All stand and face the ministers. 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
Your steadfast love extends to the heavens 
and your faithfulness never ceases. 
Illuminate our hearts with your wisdom 
and strengthen our lives with your word, 
for you are the fountain of life; 
in your light we see true light. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
All   Blessed be God for ever. 
 
This is the night in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from 
death to life. The Church invites her members, dispersed throughout 
the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of 
the Lord, in which through word and sacrament we share in his 
victory over death. 
As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s saving 
deeds in history, recalling how he saved his people in ages past and 
in the fullness of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer. Let us pray 
that through this Easter celebration God may bring to perfection in 
each of us the saving work he has begun 
 
Reading: Genesis 1.1– 2.4a 
All   Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 
 
 
Psalm 104.1-7 
All   Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 
 
Let us pray that we may see God’s image restored. 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation. 
Your love cannot be contained 
and overflows in the wonder of creation. 
You formed the universe out of nothing 
and moulded us from the clay of the earth. 
All you have made sings of your marvellous deeds, 
O Lord, our maker and redeemer. 
All   Amen. 
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Reading: Exodus 14.10-end; 15.1a 
All   I will sing to the Lord, 
who has triumphed gloriously 
Canticle: The Song of Moses and Miriam (Common Worship: Daily 
Prayer, page 569) 
All   I will sing to the Lord, 

who has triumphed gloriously. 
Let us pray that God will give freedom to his enslaved people. 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation. 
You heard the agony of your people 
as they cried out from their slavery, 
and you gave them Moses 
to lead them to a land flowing with milk and honey. 
Hear the cry of the enslaved and the homeless today 
and lead us through the turbulent sea of life 
to our true home with you, 
O Lord, our maker and redeemer. 
All   Amen. 
 
Reading: Ezekiel 37.1-14 
 
All   The Lord has done great things for us. 
Psalm 126 
All   The Lord has done great things for us. 
 
Let us pray that God will breathe new life into his weary creation. 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation. 
You bring life from the darkest valley of death. 
When hope is lost 
and our dry bones are scattered in shame, 
speak your word to your broken people, 
that we may stand confidently before you, 
and breathe your Spirit into us that we might live, 
O Lord, our maker and redeemer. 
All   Amen. 
 
THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 
The Easter Candle is carried to the main entrance and the 
congregation follow. 
The New Fire is lit and blessed 
The president says 
Eternal God, 
who made this most holy night 
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to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 
set us aflame with the fire of your love, 
and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

The Decision / Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the 
dead, we remember that through the paschal mystery we have died 
and been buried with him in baptism. To follow Christ means dying 
to sin and rising to new life with him. Therefore I ask: 
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
All   I reject them. 
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
All   I renounce them. 
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 
All   I repent of them. 
The president lights the Easter Candle, saying 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 
The president says 
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
Therefore I ask: 
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
All   I turn to Christ. 
Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
All   I submit to Christ. 
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 
All   I come to Christ. 
If there are no candidates for baptism, the president says 
May almighty God who has given you the desire to follow Christ 
give you the strength to continue in the way. 
 
The Easter Candle is brough back into church. 

The Exsultet 

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 
O Universe, dance around God’s throne! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
Sound the victorious trumpet of salvation! 
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Rejoice, O earth, in glory, revealing the splendour of your creation, 
radiant in the brightness of your triumphant King! 
Christ has conquered! Now his life and glory fill you! 
Darkness vanishes for ever! 
Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! 
The risen Saviour, our Lord of life, shines upon you! 
Let all God’s people sing and shout for joy. 

The Collect 

Lord of all life and power, 
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
overcame the old order of sin and death 
to make all things new in him: 
grant that we, being dead to sin 
and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 
may reign with him in glory; 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and honour, glory and might, 
now and in all eternity. 
All   Amen. 

Gospel Reading 

Either of these acclamations may herald the Gospel reading 
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 
All   Alleluia. 
He has defeated the powers of death. 
All   Alleluia. 
Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing. 
All   Alleluia. 
He has the words of eternal life. 
All   Alleluia. 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 
Year A: Matthew 28.1-10 
Year B: Mark 16.1-8 
Year C: Luke 24.1-12 
At the end 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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¶    The Liturgy of Initiation  

The congregation gathers at or faces the baptismal font. 

Prayer over the Water 

The president stands before the water of baptism and says 
Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
All   who keeps his promise for ever. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ 
was baptized in the river Jordan, 
we thank you for the gift of water 
to cleanse us and revive us. 
 
 
We thank you that through the waters of the Red Sea 
you led your people out of slavery 
to freedom in the Promised Land. 
 
We thank you that through the deep waters of death 

you brought your Son, 
and raised him to life in triumph. 
 
Bless this water, that your servants who are washed in it 
may be made one with Christ in his death and in his resurrection, 
to be cleansed and delivered from all sin. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon them, 
bring them to new birth in the household of faith 
and raise them with Christ to full and eternal life; 
for all might, majesty, authority and power are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Profession of Faith 

The president addresses the congregation  
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 
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Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
All   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
All   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

Where there are strong pastoral reasons, the alternative Profession 
of Faith (Common Worship: Christian Initiation, page 178) may be 
used. 
 Alternatively, each member of the congregation may be invited to 
renew their commitment to Christ by going to the water and making 
the sign of the cross with it on their forehead. 
The president says 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith 
with all who have been baptized in your name. 
Keep us faithful to our baptism, 
and so make us ready for that day 
when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
All   Amen. 
May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, 
that you may be rooted and grounded in love 
and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. 
All   Amen. 
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Hymn 

¶    The Dismissal ↑ 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
The president says either 
God the Father, 
by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. 
All   Amen. 
God the Son, 
who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 
give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 
All   Amen. 
God the Holy Spirit, 
who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. 
All   Amen. 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All   Amen. 

The Dismissal 

A minister says 
With the risen life of Christ within you, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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